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Victory Homes of Wisconsin, Inc. 
See the full story on pages 14-15
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It comes in boards or shingles and has 
a long lifespan – as much as 50 years.

Another sustainable choice, L.P. Smart-
Side, is an engineered siding product 
that is made of wood strands coated 
with a resin binder. 

“It has a skin or coating that gives it 
the look of wood, but makes it more 
durable and keeps it looking better 
longer,” explains Patrick Rogo, man-
ager of BCI Exteriors in Menomonee 
Falls. L.P. SmartSide also has a 50-year 
limited warranty.

Today’s vinyl siding also could be con-
sidered “green,” says Krueger. “Even 
though it is a plastic-related product, it 
is recyclable,” he says.

Trim

“We are seeing 
more trim 
products today 
that are made 
with compos-
ite resins,” 
says Krueger. 
MiraTEC is 
one of them.

“It is made 
of 70 percent post-consumer recycled 
content and no formaldehyde,” he 

says, adding that such products 
meet the NAHB Green Build-

ing Standard.

AZEK, a PVC product 
made from recycled vinyl, 
is another sustainable 
trim product that has a 
25-plus-year lifespan and 
can be recycled.

sustainable living

Siding

“We don’t see a lot of cedar being used 
today, for siding or for trim,” says Ryan 
Krueger, chief operating officer at 
L.H. Krueger & Son, exterior special-
ists based in Waukesha. “Many other 
materials are more economical, more 
sustainable and superior in many 
respects.”

Fiber cement is one of them. This 
siding is a composite of cement, sand 
and recycled post-consumer waste.  
Often referred to as Hardieplank, 
which is the name the James Hardie 
Co. gave it more than 40 years ago, 
fiber cement products also are manu-
factured by Nichiha and CertainTeed, 
among others. 

“Fiber cement siding requires little 
maintenance, is less expensive than 
cedar, looks very natural with a deep 
wood-grain texture, and is a green 
product,” says Linda Heipp, business 
development manager for Hallmark 
  Building Supply in 
       Waukesha.

Sustainable Exterior Materials
By Nan Brown

"Green" homeowners often choose 
low-flow toilets, Energy Star appliances 
and zero-VOC paints, among other 
things, in order to be kind to the  
environment. There are more sus-
tainable choices than ever for home 
exteriors, too.

The word “sustainability” has many 
definitions, but one that is widely ac-
cepted, from a 1987 United Nations 
Commission, involves “meeting current 
needs without compromising the abil-
ity of future generations to meet their 
own needs.”

One of the main components of 
sustainable building is conserving 
resources. According to the  National 
Association of Home Builders’ Green 
Building Program, this can be achieved 
by using “materials and techniques 
such as engineered wood and wood 
alternatives, recycled building materi-
als, sustainably harvested lumber and 
more durable products.”

Here are some exterior choices 
available through area suppliers and 
builders that are both sustainable and 
attractive.
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Masonry

“By definition, masonry is a very green 
industry,” says Erin Pederson, sales 
representative for County Materials 
Corp., with more than 20 locations 
including Milwaukee, Oak Creek and 
Menomonee Falls. The company offers 
the full gamut of masonry products, 
including brick, stone, manufactured 
stone and concrete brick.

“They are made from the earth and 
they naturally withstand the test of 
time,” she says, adding that there are 
green attributes to each product.

“Stone is a finite resource, but it can be 
reclaimed if a building is taken down 
and can be used over and over again,” 
she says.

“Clay brick comes from the ground 
and is reusable. Concrete brick in-
cludes recycled materials to make it 
more environmentally friendly. And 
manufactured stone, concrete brick 
and concrete block all use fly ash, 
which is a recycled material that is a 
byproduct of power plants.”
 
Roofing

Asphalt remains a popular roofing 
choice, says Krueger. “The product 
itself is petroleum-based, which isn’t 
green, but asphalt shingles can be re-
cycled.” He says his company alone has 

recycled some 200 tons of asphalt this 
year alone, which is turned into asphalt 
for roads.

He says that metal roofing is becoming 
more prevalent in the Milwaukee area, 
which has a longer lifespan than other 
roofing alternatives.

“The cost is higher, but a metal roof 
will last 50 to 75 years vs. 30 to 40 years 
for other products,” he says. “They 
are made of steel and are completely 
recyclable. I think we will be seeing 
more of them in the next 5 years or so 
as they begin to catch on.”

Krueger says that when it comes to 
sustainability, consumers should think 
about “what you are putting on AND 
taking off.”

“We can recycle almost everything, so 
that should be a consideration, too,” 
he says.

As a wider range of products for home 
exteriors become available, Rogo says 
consumers are becoming more aware 
of the options.

“They are very educated these days and 
already have done their homework,” he 
says. “Many are seeking ‘green’ prod-
ucts and we are here to provide them 
with a wide array of choices.”

Pederson says sustainability is on the 
minds of consumers and contractors 
alike.

“It is becoming more mainstream, 
which means both the demand and the 
products are increasing,” she says.

“There is a wide range of prices, too. 
So there should be a green option out 
there for you.”

Patrick Rogo of BCI Exteriors, Inc., Erin Pederson of 
County Materials, Linda Heipp of Hallmark Building 
Supplies, Inc., and Ryan Krueger of L.H. Krueger & 
Son, Inc. shared their expertise for this article.

Opposite page, photos courtesy of Hallmark Build-
ing Supplies, Inc. This page, photos courtesy of 
County Materials, and  L.H. Krueger & Son, Inc. 
(bottom).

This expansive patio offers an inviting outdoor living 
space for entertaining or relaxing with the use of County 
Materials’ Summit Stone™ landscape units for the fire-
place and Lexington Stone® pavers for the patio.




